$2.                                AUTUMN  FIELDS

The custom was this Through some peculiar channels
word ^ould come in that in the surrounding villages so much
was being paid for harvest, and we will assume that that
sum ^as five pounds Thereupon Heathley labourers would
send their various spokesmen to interview stewards or farmers
and it might be agreed that a Heathley harvest should be
five pounds also Hardest then became work taken for the
sum of five pounds, though such things as times of carting
and the order in which fields were cut were under the control
of the employer I ha\ e kno^n a harvest begun and finished
in under a fortnight, but that was due to exceptional weather
The labourer accounted himself lucky if he finished in three
T&eeks I have also known periods of disaster when a harvest
took so long that the labourer was very much out of pocket
and the flood year of 1912 was such a season, when corn cut
in early August was still on the shock in late September

Naturally the labourer at harvest had to work hard and
long Men might be mowing barley at earliest sun-up and
carting ^heat when the dew was heavy and dusk well in the
sky, and yet if the weather were favourable he might earn
four times his usual weekly wage But there was more to it
than that The summer holiday had to coincide with harvest
and any lad who was capable of work could find it on the
farm on which his father was employed There would, for
instance, be rakes to drag and the most trustworthy could
manage a horse rake Then there was hollering 'Hold ye'"
as we called it, which meant sitting on a horse when corn was
being carted and hollering to warn the loader that the wagon
was about to move The pay of boys varied greatly and even
from farm to farm, but it was a poor lad who could not earn
ten shillings, and many got as much as thirty

There then indeed was the labourer's annual harvest The
money that came in had to tide the family through the year
Rent might be deducted from it, and little accumulated bills
might be settled at the local shops Above all, the weeks
after harvest saw special Harvest Sales, not only in Hare-
borough and Ouseland, but in Heathley itself, and clothes and
household furnishings would be bought for the coming year

The outgoings, other than food, were proportionately
high Rents varied from one shilling to as much as half a
crown, but in the latter case the cottage would probably be a
large one and in it would be the labourer's sons who also